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FACT-FINDING REPORT BY APDR
DARJEELING PREPARATORY
COMMITTEE

Pursuant to the resolution adopted on meeting
held on 30 Nov 23 to visit the families affected by

the 04 Oct23 Teesta flash flood for fact-finding
purpose withregardto the irrehabilitation, the
members of APDR Darjeeling preparatory
committee comprising of following members
visited the under mentioned flood affected sites on
the given dates.

Findings :

The fact finding team after visiting the sites and
interaction with the flood victims has come to this
conclusion.

1. That the genuine affected victims of Garfur
Busty, Teesta Bazar, numbering 08 families were
not compensated with the amount of Rs 75000/-
thatthe CM of WestBengal had disbursed atthe
administrative programme held in Kurseong on
08 Dec 23. They also complained that some non-
genuine beneficiaries had availed the compen-
sation, hence there was discrimination in award of
compensation. Collusion of Panchayat officials
withthe fake victims has become apparent with
some vested interest in awarding them the compen
-sation which they were not entitled to. One
family of Najok and one family of Gielle Khola
area have notreceived the compensation of Rs
75000/-. There are some families who belonged to
scheduled caste and tribes who were deprived
from compensation.

2. Inthe past, no proper notice had been served
to the residents living on the river Teesta before
the commencement of hydel dam construction at
27 mile. There had been farce public hearing
which was politically influenced bringing benefits
to some selected people who were closed to the
then councilors (elected representative of
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council). It seems NHPC

DATE OF VISIT SITES VISITED

VISITING MEMBERS

17 Dec 2023
and Tarkhola

Bangey Najok,Gielle Khola, Rangpo, Melli

Mrs Anulata Gurung, Mr Arun
Ghatani, Mr Sudan Gurung,
Miss Purnakala Thapa, Miss
Uma Pradhan, Mr Nirdesh
Thapa

23 Dec 2023 Teesta Bazar

Mrs Anulata Gurung, Mr Arun
Ghatani, Mr Dilkush Bomzon,
Mrs Uttama Sundas, Mr
Saakal Dewan
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didnot conduct proper Social Impact Assessment
and genuine public hearing of the people residing
nearby to river Teesta. They are not aware ofany
guidelines connected with rehabilitation of dam
affected people.

3. They seek direct negotiation with the NHPC
with regard to compensation matters, with no
mediation or interference from the existing hill
administrative body GTA. They demand utmost
transparency in processing of compensation.

4. They don’t want to settle in state earmarked
lands as it is not feasible for them to run daily
business and adversely affect their livelihood as
most of them are daily wage labourers. They want
to settle themselves as per their convenience if
they receive the compensation directly from the
NHPC.

5. With the closure of quarry, where most of the
families were dependent for their source of
livelihood, they pray for operation of quarry on
Teesta bank in compliance with environmental
laws.

6. They seek strong, robust embankment along
the Teesta river adjoining their settlement to
protect themselves and Teesta Bazar from future
flash floods.

With regard to visit to closed tea gardens, we
found out that Peshok tea garden people are okay
with the closure of tea garden as frequent closures
had affected them a lot in past, and due to their
tourism potential they are having no problems.
But still there are some families who are
dependent on tea industry as they do not have land
for tourism purpose. But tea garden of
Choongthoong is a dissimilar case as the people
are facing severe financial hardship causing
people to migrate for source of livelihood.
Government has to intervene soon in this garden
in public interest.

The list of respondents to the survey by the fact
finding team is placed at Annexure .

Date: 30 Jan 24 Convenor
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